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“Also, Pants Will Not 
Go Unnoticed”
Male visitors to Milan this 
month will face a small army 
of individuals who are 
better-looking and 
more stylish 
than they are. 
What to do?
 
With the 
strong of jaw 
and chiseled 
of cheekbone 
descending on 
Milan for Men’s 
Fashion Week, Hemispheres asks 
Angelo Russica, founder of the 
Milan Fashion Campus, what 
steps an ordinary fellow might 
take to look a li� le less out of 
place. JUNE 22–26

How would you describe the 
typical Milanese approach to 
style? Italians in general have 
a great sense of combination. 
By mixing colors and fabrics, 
people create their own style.

Is there anything a schlub like 
me can do to fi t in during Fashion 
Week? It’s not about fi � ing 
in; we can’t all be the same. 
Everyone should express his 
own personality.

What kinds of inexpensive items 
can I pick up to improve my 
appearance? I think a linen 
pocket square and a nice wallet 
can make the diff erence.

What shoe styles are going to be 
big this year? Open shoes will 
be the stars of the summer.

My favorite shoes are purple 
suede. Will these go down well? 
No, unless they are moccasins.

Correction Offi  cer
Grammar cop Bill Walsh 

is back on the beat as his 

third book, Yes, I Could Care 
Less: How to Be a Language 
Snob Without Being a Jerk, 

hits the shelves this month. 

But in the case of certain 

language transgressions, 

Walsh tells Hemispheres, he’d just as soon 

look the other way. june 18

“I WANT A PURPLE MUSTANG and I want to drive it to Florida” isn’t an answer 
you’d expect to hear at a typical beauty pageant, but the Miss You Can Do It 
Pageant is anything but typical. Founded in 2004 by Abbey Curran, the fi rst 
Miss USA contestant with cerebral palsy (and only the second with a disability), 
it’s the event of the year for 50 girls with special needs and challenges.

It’s not just the kids who take the contest seriously, though. “Recently we’ve 
had contestants whose siblings must be in those ‘Toddlers & Tiaras’ types of 
pageants,” Curran says, “[because] their moms come in and ask, ‘What brand 
of sunless tanning are you going to use on my child?’”

This month, Miss You Can Do It will take center stage in a new HBO docu-
mentary of the same name. While Curran, now a grad student, is happy the 
contestants are being recognized, she doesn’t think that special needs should 
translate into special treatment. 

“My mom has an obsession with rugs. For me, these are the worst things 
in the world—I drag my feet and I trip on them,” she says. “And do you know 
what my mother says? ‘Pick up your feet!’” JUNE 24

culture || THE MONTH AHEAD

☞ “Every passenger 
should have his 
boarding pass? Sexist. 
Her? Patronizing. 
His or her? His/her? 
Awkward. I long for 
the day when their is 
universally accepted in 
such sentences.”

☞ “Sentences like 
‘Hopefully the sun 

will come out’ have 
long gotten a bad 
rap—What, the sun 
is hopeful?—but the 
world is coming 
around.”

☞ “To whom it may 
concern, for whom 
does the bell toll? 
Unless you’re dealing 
with constructions 

like those, the bell tolls 
for the word whom.”

☞ “Stylebooks 
enforce the idea that 
it’s the disease, not 
the person, that’s 
diagnosed, but real 
people get diagnosed 
every day. I fi nally 
cured myself of this 
sticklerism!”

Applaud the girls of Miss You Can Do It, says the 
pageant’s founder, but don’t coddle them

Crowning Achievement

SASH HIT From left, 
Abbey Curran and one of 
her pageant’s contenders, 
Teyanna Alford, in 2011
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