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When Nobody Knew Wu
Recalling a fi rst encounter with the 
now legendary hip-hip group

In 1992, fi ve members of an 
unknown hip-hop band schlepped 
to the Manha� an studio of radio 
DJs Stretch Armstrong and Bobbito 
Garcia, who had a track record of 
unearthing big talent (Notorious 
B.I.G., for example).

Wu-Tang Clan, who this fall will 
release A Be� er Tomorrow, their 
fi rst album in six years, are among 
the biggest names ever broken by 
the radio hosts. And Garcia never 
had any doubt that the demo-toting 
youngsters who approached him 
were destined for greatness.

“They were like, ‘Yo! Play this. Play 
this!’—very forcefully. They just 
showed up and tried to strong-arm 
me,” he says. “I took a quick preview, 
and played it instantly. It was a 
no-brainer.

“Months later, I distinctly remem-
ber being on the number 18 bus going 
across town, and there was a kid 
with a Walkman playing our show, 
on a casse� e, and rhyming the words 
verbatim. This was before Wu-Tang 
even had a video. That’s when I knew 
they had a hit on their hands.” 

A Boo-tiful Mind
Equal parts Shirley Temple and Larry the Cable Guy, 7-year-

old beauty pageant contestant Alana “Honey Boo Boo” 

Thompson brings her Southern-fried showmanship back to 

TLC on July 17 with the return of her hit reality show, “Here 

Comes Honey Boo Boo.” Buzz around the premiere 

should get a boost from the release of her fi rst 

book, How to Honey Boo Boo: The Complete 

Guide on How to Redneckognize the Honey 

Boo Boo in You—and while advance copies 

were not available at press time, tidbits of 

inspiration are readily available in what the 

world has heard from HBB so far. july 9

Hemispheres: Has playing Don 
changed how you watch the news? 
Thomas Sadoski: I certainly have 
more appreciation for the people 
who are doing it well. I now under-
stand the pressure that they’re 
under to fi ll a 24-hour news cycle.
Hemispheres: Do you have any 
advice for the folks who aren’t 
doing it well? 
TS: Yeah: Using Reddit as a source 
is not OK. We’re trying to run a 
democracy here. We need all the 
facts and information we can get, 
and we need it from credible places. 
Ultimately, “fast” is not as important 
as “right.”

Hemispheres: Speaking of fast, 
what’s it like working with Aaron 
Sorkin’s dialogue? 
TS: Aaron’s dexterity with the 
spoken and wri� en word is extraor-
dinary, and it does come with 
certain challenges. On set, you’ll 
see everyone wandering around, 
mumbling to themselves.
Hemispheres: Even Jeff  Daniels, 
huh? Can you tell us something we 
don’t know about him?
TS: There’s so much that you don’t 
know, and none of it—none of it—I 
could say out loud.
Hemispheres: We had to try. 
TS: He owns me, man. july 14

culture || THE MONTH AHEAD

Live your life 
with gusto. 
“I want the 
barbecue. And 
then I want the 
chicken. And 
then I want 
the ribs.”

Say what you think; 
do what you feel. 
“Etiquette classes 
are for stupid 
people.”

Ignore society’s 
notions of beauty. 
“Pretty comes in all 
diff erent sizes and 
my size is … cute.”

Never limit your 
aspirations. 
“I want to be a 
doctor, a nurse, 
a hair saloner, a 
makeup saloner, 
work at Walmart, 
work at Kmart, 

work at McDonald’s 
where I can eat 
all the chicken 
nuggets and work 
at a hotel so I can 
go swimming. 
And I wanna be a 
mama too!”

Embrace who you 
are. “I’m a pageant 
queen and I’m a 
REDNECK, honey 
boo boo child!” 

News Worthy
Aaron Sorkin’s whip-smart drama “The Newsroom” returns to 
HBO this month. Thomas Sadoski, who plays cynical pro-
ducer Don Keefer, thinks real-life anchors should take a few 
pointers from the show.

MAKING A SCENE
From left, “The 

Newsroom” stars 
Thomas Sadoski, 

Sam Waterston 
and Jeff  Daniels

old beauty pageant cont

Thompson brings her So

TLC on July 17 with the r

Comes Honey Bo

should get a

book, How

Guide on

Boo Boo i

were not a

inspiratio

world h

R2_p029-034_HEM0713_Culture.indd   30R2_p029-034_HEM0713_Culture.indd   30 12/06/2013   08:5112/06/2013   08:51


